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Ms. Elizabeth Snider

Chair

Environmental Impact Review Board

The Joint Secretariat — Inuvialuit Settlement Region
PO Box 2120
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Dear Ms. Snider:

Thank you for your letters of August 4 and August 24, 2010, regarding the
environmental assessment process for the proposed Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk Highway.

As you may know, the Minister of the Environment announced on September 27, 2010,
that this project has been referred to an environmental assessment by a review panel,
which will be substituted by the Inuvialuit Environmental Impact Review Board’s process
in accordance with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, and a 1999
Memorandum of Understanding between the Review Board and Environment Canada.
Our understanding is that a project-specific agreement is currently under development
that will ensure that both the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and
Environmental Impact Review Board’s environmental assessment requirements are met
through the Inuvialuit Environmental Impact Review Board's process.

As indicated in Minister Prentice’s announcement, the Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency is making funding available to assist groups and individuals to

participate in the environmental assessment of this project as part of its Participant
Funding Program.
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With regard to the Environmental Impact Review Board budget submission for

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada for funding necessary to conduct the review of this
project, departmental officials are reviewing your request. | encourage you to work with’
them as they consider the implications of the substitution process for this project.

| trust that this information is of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

John Duncan, PC, MP

c.c.. The Honourable Jim Prentice, PC, QC, MP
Ms. Nellie Cournoyea



